The Institutional Workshop.
GUYS HOSPITAL.
Being actively interested in the success of the elaborate and wide-reaching organisation which resulted in making the festival at the Imperial Institute on the 10th inst. the most memorable of festivals in the cause of charity, we were a little disturbed by certain statements which were made to us as to the relative efficiency of the internal administration of Guy's compared with more modern hospitals in thi3 country. " We therefore paid a visit to Guy's, and, through the courtesy of Dr. Perry, the able and devoted superintendent, we spent six hours in going into every portion of the hospital, and examining closely the work done in all its aspects, and the conditions which prevail within the walls of Guy's to-day. Upwards of fifteen years have elapsed since we had an accurate knowledge of the interior economy of this institution, and it affords us genuine pleasure to state as the result of our searching investigations that we were pleased and surprised to find the enormous improvements which have been introduced throughout the establishment since Dr. Perry and Miss NottBower, ths present matron, have had charge of the management.
Criticism has been passed on the fact that the ?100,000 subscribed some years ago, although given as an endowment fund, has been spent upon maintenance. We are hound to say, however, tha-j tl e pckt of this criticism largely fails when the fa:ts arj Lone .] to aid the results of this expenditure are re; l'sed an i Ui> erstcod. Fjfteen years ago Guy's lacked rnai y th nge, and was far behind certain of the hospitals in the quality of its nursing staff, whilst the appliances were mostly old-fashioned and often insufficient. All that has now been altered, and, with the exception of the points to which we shall refer directly, no one who really understands hospital administration in all its bearings could fail to be satisfied with the internal arrangements of Guy's Hospital at the present time. The atmosphere of the wards is satisfactory. The present staff of sisters and nurses, encouraged by Miss Nott-Bower, have succeeded in giving every ward an air of comfort and homeliness which must be very grateful to the sick inmates. Everywhere there was evidence of devotion to duty, adequate precautions to maintain hygienic completeness, and nowhere did we see anything which the most fastidious could reasonably object to. We questioned some of the patients, and had the opportunity of conversing with the nurses and sisters, of examining the bedding, bedsteads, and various appliances, and understanding the system upon which each ward is administered. Everywhere we found the same evidence of thoroughness and progress, and it was a genuine pleasure to find that the slighting remarks made from time to time by ill-informed 20, 1896. what they are now able to give by the promise of a larger amount distributed over three or five years; I would ask those who are kindly inclined to inscribe their nam's as donors to be gocd enough to intimate to the secretary whether they desire to pay their entire contributions at once or to spread them over a pariod of, say, three or four years. In conclusion, just let me remind you that the whole of the money given in response to this appeal will be invested by the strong committee of well-known financiers whose names have been published in the public press, and that only the interest derived from the investments will be expended. The money already subscribed, and which is large enough to make this evening for ever memorable in the annals of charity dinners, amounts to ?158,000?(loud cheers)?which, capitalised, would bring in an increased annual income of ?5,000. It remains only now for me to propose to you the toast of the evening, which is "Prosperity to Guy's Hospital"?(cheers)?and may it long continue to be successful and prosperous. (Renewed cheers,)
The toast wa3 drunk upstanding, three cheers being given for Mr. Lushington.
Mr himself with an umbrella, which he retained during the evening, oblivious of the amusement it caused. The inconvenient crowding which was experienced by the 4,000 or 5,000 guests assembled was almost welcomed, as it was felt the more the better for the sake of the hospital.
